[Epileptic seizures and epilepsy in the elderly].
Contrary to former views the incidence rate of epilepsies after age 65 are higher than in childhood and adolescence and epileptic seizures are one of the most common neurological problems in the elderly. The most common seizure types are primary focal with possible secondary generalization in about two thirds of the patients, the most common etiology are cerebrovascular disturbances, brain tumors, head injuries and degenerative diseases. Todd's pareses or other postictal disturbances are quite common. This article covers diagnostic and therapeutic aspects with special consideration of the influence of accompanying diseases (especially of the liver and kidneys) on the pharmacotherapy.